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B PAGE TITLE:
Ahuti (Homa Dravya) and Samidha — Scriptural Definitions, Evidence & Clear
Distinctions

1. What is Samidha?

Scriptural Definition:
“Samidhah agner upasthanam.” — Katyayana Srautasitra 6.1
= Samidha is the fuel wood that sustains the sacred fire.

“Samidho ’gnim upatisthanti.” — Satapatha Brahmana 2.2.4.6
= Samidha are the sticks that keep the fire steady.

Clear Meaning:

Samidha = Fuel wood
Purpose = To ignite and maintain fire
Not offered to deities.

Examples:
Peepal, Mango, Palash, Devadaru, Bamboo, Amaltas wood, etc.

2. What is Ahuti / Homa Dravya?

Scriptural Definition:
“Havyarh nama yat dravyam devatabhyo diyate.” — Satapatha Brahmana 1.6.1.1
= Any substance offered to the deities through fire is called Ahuti.

“‘Deva havyena trpyanti.” — Taittiriya Brahmana 2.2.3.1
= The gods are pleased by havyam (food offering).

Clear Meaning:

Dravya = Food-offering for the deities
It is not fuel; it is an oblation.



Examples:
Rice, barley, sesame, ghee, honey, sugar, herbs, sandalwood powder, lotus seeds, rose petals,
nagakesara, aromatic resins etc.

3. Clear Difference Between Samidha and Dravya

Aspect Samidha (Fuel wood) Dravya / Ahuti (Oblation)
Meaning Fire-fuel sticks Food given to deities

Purpose Maintain fire Nourish / please deities
Scriptural Basis Satapatha Br., Katyayana Satapatha Br., Taittiriya Br.

Role in Fire Just fuel Actual offering

Consumed by Deities? X No Yes (“deva havyena trpyanti”)
Examples Wood sticks Ghee, grains, herbs, flowers

4. Why wood cannot be Dravya?

Satapatha Brahmana 3.2.2:
“Havir nama annam.”
= Havir means food.

Wood is not food, therefore:

— Wood # Dravya
— Wood pieces = Samidha (fuel)
— Wood powder (fragrant or medicinal) = Dravya

5. Special Clarifications (Your Questions)

v Sandalwood

Powder — Dravya (fragrance offering)

Wood pieces — Samidha
Source: Agni Purana 218



v Devadaru (Himalayan Cedar)

“‘Devadaruh samidhah” — TaittirTya Br.
— Samidha only.

v Bakuchi

Seeds — Dravya (herb category)
Wood/stem — Not Dravya (Samidha)

v Amaltas

Pods/seeds — Dravya
Wood — Samidha

Golden Rule

Anything edible, aromatic, medicinal, or floral—offered to deities—is Dravya.
Anything that burns to support the fire is Samidha.
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